[Ultrasound in screening of endometrial carcinoma in asymptomatic postmenopausal women].
The aim of this prospective study was to investigate whether there was a significant difference in ultrasound detection of pathologic states of endometrium between asymptomatic postmenopausal women and postmenopausal women with uterine bleeding in whom the thickness of endometrium was greater than 3 mm at ultrasound examination. The study included 128 postmenopausal women with uterine bleeding and 29 asymptomatic posmenopausal women who underwent gynecological examination, transvaginal ultrasound examination, fractional explorative curettage and histopathological examination of the endometrium. The results showed no statistically significant difference between the examined groups of women in relation to the detection of pathologic states of the endometrium (polyps, hyperplasias and carcinomas) as well as between individual pathologic states, although the research showed that the asymptomatic women were more frequently presented with well-differentiated carcinoma versus the medium-differentiated carcinoma in the symptomatic group of women. It can be concluded that the transvaginal ultrasound examination in postmenopausal women could be an adequate screening method for detection of endometrial carcinoma in early asymptomatic stage of the disease, whereas in the women with ultrasound finding of the thickened endometrium, the final diagnosis should be established by histopathological examination of the endometrium samples obtained by hysteroscopy, instead of previously used explorative curettage.